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1. Site Description and access 
	  
Whytecliff Park is the westernmost park in West Vancouver and covers over 15 hectares. It is a civic park is 
owned and maintained by the City of West Vancouver.  
Amenities include 

Ø Washrooms: one set near the upper lookout, a smaller set with change rooms on the 
beach(closed in the winter). 

Ø Concession stand “Rockys” with hot and cold food. It’s open 7 days per week during the summer, 
weekends only in other seasons. 

Ø Picnic facilities including covered tables. 
Ø Free parking. Parking spaces are available in the main park near the beach, upper lookout and 

picnic areas with overflow parking available further up the road. Handicapped parking is available 
beside the concession stand and at the upper parking lot near the lookout. 

Ø There are also two tennis courts and a number of walking trails within the park. 
NOTE: during the summer and on weekends, the park can be very busy as it is popular for both divers and non-
divers. It is best to arrive early in order to ensure a parking space. 
 
Most users will access the park from Vancouver via Highway #1 (Upper Levels). 
There is a new interchange at Horseshoe bay. Most construction is now completed. 
To access the park, take exit #2 – Eagle Ridge\Marine Drive. Be careful not to take exit 3, which will take you into 
the BC Ferries facilities. 
Exit 2 will take you up an overpass, and into a traffic circle. Go into the circle and take the exit directly across. 
This will take you down past the BC Ferries facilities. Just past there, you will find an overpass going off to the left. 
Turn left and continue onward until you come to another traffic circle. Continue into the circle and turn onto Marine 
Drive. Continue along Marine Drive. It will take a number of sharp turns eventually, after about 1.5k, arrives at 
Whytecliff Park. 
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2. Dive Sites 
 

a. Whytecliff Bay 
The bay has a pebble beach with a ring of larger stones in the inter-tidal zone and then opens to a 
gently sloping sandy bottom. This area is commonly used by training classes and is not often dived 
for any other purpose. The bay is generally featureless but there are a number of wood pillars, old 
tires, steel boxes, and other materials left over from a pier and marina that used to be located in the 
bay prior to it being designated a marine park. The bay is populated by crabs, flat fishes, shrimp, and 
sometimes small octopi. 
As the bay is used by a large number of training groups, it is best to give them as much space as 
possible, do not tamper with their floats or lines, and do not swim close to classes when in the 
shallows. 
The map included in this document is of the west side of the bay. Note that depths were recorded 
near a high tide. 
 

b. Whyte Islet 
Whyte Islet is the large Islet to the East of the bay. Dropping down at the start of the islet puts you at 
a sandy bottom at around 30 – 40 ft.. As you continue out along the islet a steep wall develops, 
broken by a few sand\shell slopes. This wall continues to depths beyond recreational limits so good 
buoyancy control is required. The wall has a number of cracks and rocky ledges. A wide variety of life 
can be seen including rock fish, greenlings, sculpins, nudibranch, cloud and chimney sponges and 
octopi.  
The Islet is most often done as an “out and back” dive. Air permitting, most divers continue up into the 
shallows of the bay for their safety stop. 
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There can be mild to moderate currents, particularly near the outer areas, so be aware of conditions 
before diving. 
A circumnavigation is possible, but may require a difficult exit along some large bolders so caution is 
advised. 
 

c. Pinnacle 
There is a submerged pinnacle on the outer south-west side of the Islet. Strong currents can often be 
encountered, particularly on the pinnacle. so diving this at a slack tide is recommended. Low visibility 
can sometimes make direction finding difficult so good compass and navigation skills are an asset. 
The pinnacle can be accessed by swimming out almost to the end of the islet and dropping down the 
wall. The wall here is sheer vertical and drops well below 100ft, so again good buoyancy control is 
necessary. The wall here is has large numbers of cloud and chimney sponges. Grunt Sculpins, 
Deocroated Warbonets and a variety of crabs can often be found in or on these sponges. The wall 
continues for a few hundred feet, ending at the pinnacle that will bring you up to around 40 – 60ft. 
From here you can either double back around and follow the wall back along the Islet or 
circumnavigate the pinnacle before heading back along the islet.  

 
d. North Wall 

The North Wall runs Northwest along the right side of the bay. Enter the bay on the right side of the 
bay and swim out to the point where the wall turns west towards the Cut. Descend here and head 
south keeping the wall to your right. The wall is a mix of rock and sand slopes and has many of the 
same life as on Whyte Islet. At the end of the wall, at around 60 – 80 ft is a large garden of Plumose 
Anemones. Feather Stars, Cup Corals, and some small Cloud Sponges can also be seen. There are 
also a couple of memorial markers located here in memory of past divers. Be careful continuing past 
this point as the current can get strong. 

 
e. Day Marker 

The day marker is located just south of the end of the North Wall. Swim out and descend at the end 
of the North Wall. Follow the reef out and down. Depths in this area can exceed 300ft and the 
currents can be strong, so use caution when diving this site. 
 

f. The Cut 
Access to the Cut is from the upper parking lot across from the washrooms. The access is steep, but 
avoids a long surface swim. The access is rocky and is often chocked with logs and debris. It is 
generally best to do this dive at high tide to make entry safer and easier. Swim out  slightly and 
descend through the trough beside the wall. Make a point of noting this location so you will recognize 
the exit point. Missing this will put you on a wall that will take you out to the day marker. The wall has 
an abundance of life, including zoanthids, Cup Corals, varieties of rock fish, Ling Cod, etc.. 
The wall drops to extreme depths, and as it is exposed, is suseptable to currents, even at slack tides. 
This is and advanced dive and should not be attempted by novices. 

 
3. Potential Hazards 
 

Ø Stairs, logs, ramps, and rocks can be slippery when accessing the beach 
Ø Ferry waves, surf, and surge. While normally not long lasting, they can make entry challenging. 
Ø Fishing line, lures, etc.. While Whytecliff has been a park for a long time, some fishing remnants still exist. 
Ø Underwater cables on each side of the bay. 
Ø Strong current and tides 
Ø Extreme Depths 
Ø Cold (water temperatures is usually 7 – 9c below 50ft). 
Ø Darkness 
Ø Visibility – visibility is highly variable. It is strongly recommended that all divers carry a compass and 

follow good buddy contact procedures. 
Ø Congestion and traffic in the parking lots. 
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4. Emergency Response Plan 

In case of Emergency, Dial 911 and report a Diver Emergency. 

Nearest Hospitals 

Lion’s Gate Hospital 
 231 East 15 Street.  North Vancouver 
 Emergency Room (604) 988-3131 Ext 4500 
 
Vancouver General Hospital  
 899 West 12th Street, Vancouver. 
 Contact (604) 875-4111 
 
Hyperbaric Unit - Vancouver General Hospital 
 Division of Hyperbaric Medicine 
 855 West 12th Street, Vancouver 
 Telephone (604) 875-5000 - 24 hours 
  In case of emergency call and ask to have hyperbaric/diving Doctor on call paged. 
 Email: hbu@vanhosp.bc.ca 
	  
B.C. Ambulance Service  
	   Emergency - 911 
	   	  
Police 
West Vancouver Police 
 Emergency - 911 
 Non-Emergency - (604)925-7300 
 
North Vancouver RCMP 
 Emergency - 911 
 Non-Emergency - (604) 985-1311 
 
RCMP Coastal Watch 
 Toll Free - 1-888-855-6655 
 
Vancouver Police Marine Squad 
 (604) 717-2791 

	  
Canadian	  Coast	  Guard	  -‐	  	  
	   Air	  and	  Marine	  Emergency	  
	   	   Toll	  Free	  -‐	  1-‐800-‐567-‐5111	  
	   Maritime	  Emergency	  -‐	  Canadian	  Coast	  Guard	  
	   	   Cellular	  -‐	  *16	  
	   	   VHF	  Radio	  Channel	  16	  (156.800)	  
	   Coast	  Guard	  Station	  -‐	  Kitsilano	  area	  
	   	   (604)	  666-‐1840	  
	  
	  
	  



	  	   Page	  6	   	  
	   	  

Fire	  and	  Rescue	  
	  
West	  Vancouver	  Fire	  and	  Rescue	  
	   Emergency	  911	  
	   Non-‐Emergency-‐	  (604)	  925-‐7370	  
	  
North	  Vancouver	  District	  Fire	  and	  Rescue	  
	   Emergency	  -‐	  911	  
	   Non-‐Emergency	  (604)	  980-‐7575	  
	  

North	  Shore	  Search	  and	  Rescue	  
	   Emergency	  -‐	  911	  
	   Non-‐Emergency	  -‐(604)	  983-‐7441	  
	  

Other	  Important	  Numbers	  
	   Divers	  Alert	  Network	  -‐	  (919)	  684-‐8111	  
	   Poison	  Control	  -‐	  (604)	  682-‐2344	  Ext	  62126	  
	   	   Toll	  Free	  number	  -‐	  1-‐800-‐567-‐8911	  
	   PADI	  Canada	  -‐	  (604)	  565-‐8130	  
	   Parks	  Department	  -‐	  (604)925-‐7130	  
	   	   Trouble	  Calls	  -‐	  (604)	  925-‐7100	  
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5. Map 
 

 




